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Publication Ranks 
University 

US. News and World 
Report again placed 
Florida Tech among only 
249 institutions in the 
United States that are 
recognized as national 
colleges and universities. 
Because the report 
ranked nearly 1,400 
schools, Florida Tech's 
rating places it in the top 
14 percent of the nation's 
colleges and universities. 

Florida Tech placed 
in the third tier among 
national doctoral institu-
tions. The university was 
one of only eight Florida 
schools and one of two 
private institutions in the 
state to receive the 
national rating. 
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Two Professors Earn Grants 
$465,410 NASA Grant to 
Further Cell Research 

$469,000 NSF Grant Funds 
Software Testing Teaching 

Charles Helmstetter, ,...._,,_._""' 

biological sciences, will 
study lymphocytes under 
a $465,410 grant from 
NASA. The research, 

Charles 
over three years, will Helmstetter 

CemKaner 

Cern Kaner, com-
puter science, has been 
awarded a $469,000 grant 
from the National Science 
Foundation to develop 
teaching materials for 

seek to determine how students in software testing. 

lymphocytes change or age in normal 
gravity and microgravity. 

Bringing to bear skills gained while 

The research will employ a new 
laboratory-simulated technology for 
growing human cells in microgravity. 
In this culturing system, growing cells 
are continuously rotated about a 
horizontal axis. "Incubating cells this 

earning a doctoral degree in psychology 
and working as a human factors analyst, 
Kaner's approach emphasizes the study 
of the tasks of professional testers, and 
the development of the skills needed to 
do those tasks well. "We're building a 
library of examples and exercises that 

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 4 

H Time to Unite 
Florida Tech faculty, President Lynn Weaver, makes violence seem 

staff and students joined Muzaffar Shaikh, plausible to so many 
in solidarity at the All engineering; and campus people? There is a grow-
Faiths Center to honor historian Gordon ing incapacity to recog-
victims of the Sept. 11 Patterson also spoke. nize the spirit of God in 
acts of terrorism. The 200- Below are some of their every single human 
plus participants filling comments. being." 
the center for song and Bailey: "It's too easy Dawson: "We pray 
prayer included campus to talk of deranged for justice, whatever that 
spiritual leaders Fr. Doug minds. We have to ask might mean. We pray for 
Bailey, Catholic Campus ourselves what is it in the President Bush, for a 
Ministry, and Rev. Darice way we're living, organiz- thoughtful resolution ... 
K.W. Dawson, Protestant ing our societies and 
Campus Ministry. treating each other that Continued on page 3 
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Campus Calendar 
Panthers Soccer 

Sept. 28, vs. Colorado 
Christian University, 5 p.m. 

Oct. 7, vs. Thomas University, 
2 p.m. 

Panthers Uollegball 
Sept. 26, vs. University of 

Tampa, 7 p.m. 
Oct. 3, vs. Rollins College, 
7 p.m. 

Sept. 27 
Campus Activities Board 

presents: 
Comedian Joel Lindlay 
7:30 p.m., Rathskeller, $5 
For more information, 

call ext. 8022 

Oct.5 
Catholic Campus Ministry 

presents: 
First Friday Luncheon 
Fr. Doug Bailey, "Common 

Attacks on the Faith, Part Ill" 
Noon, All Faiths Center, $10 
Reservations must be made by 

Oct. 2 
For more information, 

call ext. 8045 

Oct.ll 
Humanities Lecture Series 
Special Presentation 
Waging War on Nazi Terrorism: 
Gunnar Sonsteby 
Head of the WWII resistance 

movement in Norway 
7:30 p.m., location TBA, no 

charge 
For more information, 

call ext. 8073 

Oou. 18 
WFIT's Jazz on the Green at 
Baytree 

6-9 p.m. 
Donations: $50, WFIT 

members; $60 non-members 
For more information, 

call Susan Massey, ext. 8140 

Florida Tech Campus Obseroer 

faculty and Staff news 
Jean-Paul Pinelli, 

civil engineering, and 
Hector Gutierrez, 
mechanical engineering, 
earned a $20,500 National 
Science Foundation grant 
for exploratory research 
into a method of control-
ling the vibration of a 
structure during an 
earthquake. 

Five from the School 
of Business contributed to 
a paper presented at the 
Academy of Business 
Education's second 
annual meeting in Jack-
son Hole, Wyo. The 
paper, "Student percep-
tions on distance vs. 
classroom based learning: 
survey results from a 
dual-taught accounting 
course," was written by 
Andrew Cudmore, 
Terry Lease, Barbara 
Pierce, Slotkin 
and Alex Vamosi . Pierce 
made the presentation . 

Virender Sharma, 
chemistry, published 
"Heterogeneous photo-
catalytic reduction of 
ferrate(VI) in UV-irradi-
ated titania suspensions" 
in Langmuir, the Ameri-
can Chemical Society 
journal of surfaces and 
colloids. Graduate student 
Chris Burnett co-
authored the paper. 

Judy Strother, 
humanities and communi-
cation, presented 
"E-learning for corporate 
training: a review of the 

literature" at the ED-
MEDIA 2001 World 
Conference on Educa-
tional Multimedia and 
Hypermedia and Tele-
communications in 
Tampere, Finland. The 
paper was co-written by 
Randy Alford, College of 
Science and Liberal Arts . 

Pierre Larochelle, 
mechanical engineering, 
presented the seminar, 
"Creating a virtual envi-
ronment for spatial 
mechanism design," at 
Penn State in State 
College, Penn. The 
seminar was part of the 
university's Industrial and 
Manufacturing Engineer-
ing Colloquium series. 

Rodney Bowers, 
Academic 
Support 
Services, has 
been named 
a First Year 
Assessment 
Fellow of Rodney Bowers 

the Association for 
Institutional Research. He 
was one of 15 national 
fellows selected competi-
tively on the basis of 
knowledge about the first 
year of college and their 
interest in improving 
current first-year assess-
ment on their campuses. 

In biological sciences, 
Mark Bush's paper, 
"Reproductive ecology 
and pollen representation 
among neotropical trees" 
was published in Global 

Ecology and Biogeography 
Letters. Grace 
published "Ontogenic 
color change in the green 
tree python" in Reptiles. 
He also wrote a review of 
two books, including 
Animal Traditions: 
Behavioral Inheritance in 
Evolution. Richard 
Turner and three gradu-
ate students presented 
papers at the Fourth 
North American Echino-
derm Conference at the 
Darling Marine Center, 
University of Maine. The 
papers were "Population 
biology of the fissiparous 
brittlestar Ophiocomella 
ophiactoides," with Emily 
Springer; "New records 
of echinoderms from the 
Gulf of Mexico," with 
Bruce Graham; and a 
third on genetic diversity 
in the brooding sea 
cucumber Synaptula 
hydriformis, with 

Wilson. 
Tom 

science education, taught 
a seminar on research in 
environmental education 
for Taiwan's five 
university-based graduate 
institutes of environmen-
tal education. His presen-
tations were given at the 
National Taiwan Normal 
University in Taipei. One 
of Marcinkowski's recent 
graduate students, Alex 
Brylske '00 Ph.D., was 
named a recipient of a 

Continued on page 4 
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Come to Casablanca 
"Return to Casablanca" is happening at the Charles and Ruth Clemente Center for 

Sports and Recreation on Oct.13. A benefit event for School of Aeronautics endow-
ment funds, "Return" will start at 7 p.m. Piano music by Yugene Smith of Rick's Cafe 

will welcome guests, who will also hear the sounds of the five-piece band, The 

Executives, from 8 p.m. until evening's end. 
At least 11 restaurants have committed to provide an international buffet. Over a 

dozen more businesses are supporting the evening with in-kind donations. 

· A Time to Unite 
: continued from page 1 

. Is there something we 
The Moroccan Bazaar silent auction features such items as a sterling silver : can do? Maybe we can 

bracelet, "The charms of flight," donated by Celine Alvey, Evans Library; two half- · foster international 
hour flights in former board of trustee member Walter Gatti's Falcon 20 jet; and two · relationships." 

tickets to the Brevard Symphony. 
The event chairpersons are Ad Astra members Don and Dianne Rhodes, and 

stalwart fund-raising volunteer Darcia Jones Francey. Trustee Joseph Flammio is 

honorary chair. 
Proceeds will benefit the Chadley M. Rhodes Scholarship and the School of 

Aeronautics James Constantine Endowment Campaign. 

Ski Switzerland 
Switzerland's Saas-Fee, the self-proclaimed 

"Pearl of the Alps," is the destination of Florida 
Tech's annual ski trip, March 1-9, 2002. Cost for the 

trip starts at $1,039, including airfare . The package 
price includes: 

• Roundtrip airfare from Washington/Dulles or NYC/ 
Newark (Orlando, add $150), to Geneva (via Frankfurt) 

on Lufthansa Airlines 
• Roundtrip transfer between airport and hotel 
• Seven nights accommodation in the three-star Hotel Marmotte Saas-Fee, 

including a daily breakfast buffet and five-course dinner 
Saas-Fee offers an alpine setting with a spectacular glacier, one of the world's 

biggest skiable verticals and, at almost 11,500 feet, the world's highest revolving 
restaurant. The site's many lifts and transportation systems include an underground 

funicular railway. 
Besides skiing, winter Saas-Fee visitors may enjoy curling, a fitness center and 

sauna, ice skating, natural and indoor swimming, mountaineering, sleigh rides and 
indoor tennis. After-ski entertainment includes discos, concerts, a cinema and a 

museum. 
A land-only package is available starting at $739. A deposit of $150 holds a 

space. For more information, call Catholic Campus Ministry at ext. 8045. 

Weaver: "I do not 
: want their [the terrorists') 
: acts to disrupt the impor-
. tant events of our lives ... 
: And we cannot let it 
: separate us from each 
· other. Florida Tech has 
. become a truly diverse 
: campus and we are 
: blessed and strengthened 
· by that diversity." 

Shaikh: "We Muslims 
: are greatly distressed. The 
: very word 'Islam' means 
· 'love.' True Muslims 
: would never, ever do 
: anything like that. They 
: are Muslims only by 
. name. Without a doubt, 
: this is a somber moment. 
· But it allows the Florida 
· Tech community to rally 
. together." 

Patterson: "We have 
· seen the darkest in 
· humanity imaginable. We 
: have experienced the 
: unspeakable. We seek to 
: find a way to describe 
· the indescribable." 

We may all revisit 
: these sobering thoughts 
· in the weeks and 
. months ahead. 
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Faculty and Staff News, continued from page 2 

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion award. He earned a 
2001 Walter B. Jones 
Memorial Excellence in 
Coastal and Marine 
Graduate Study award for 
his study, "The effects of 
analogy-based instruction 
on concept learning and 
retention in a non-formal 
coral reef ecology pro-
gram." The award will be 
made in Washington, D.C. 
in October. 

Public Relations Associa-
tion, Space Coast chapter, 
Doris Fleishman Award. 
The award is made 
annually to the member 
who "consistently and 
tirelessly works behind 
the scenes to ensure the 
continued success of the 
organization." 

amount of debris to 
come from construc-
tion, renovation and 
demolition projects. He 
also will determine the 
expected composition 
of the waste materials. 

Transitions 
Promotions: 

Karen Rhine, 
university communica-
tions, received the Florida 

Howell Heck, civil 
engineering, received a 
$25,000 grant from the 
Florida Center for Solid 
and Hazardous Waste 
Management. Under the 
grant, he will develop 
techniques to predict the 

Douglas Givens is 
heating and air condi-
tioning supervisor, 
facilities management, 
and Natalie Madden is 
a senior administrative 
clerk, Evans Library. 

Helmstetter, continued from page 1 

way makes it possible to determine 
gravitational impacts on a variety of the 
molecular aspects of cell growth 
control, including differences in the 
responses of normal and tumor cells to 
gravity," said Helmstetter. 

Helmstetter also hopes to apply the 
culture technology to determine if 
human cell aging may be altered by 
neutralizing the effects of gravity. The 
results of the study should add to 
knowledge about the potential conse-
quences of long-term human occupa-
tion of space. 

Other Florida Tech project partici-
pants are Maureen Thornton, research 
scientist, and doctoral candidates Leigh 
Eward and Ana Romero. 

Kaner, continued from page 1 

students can use to develop and prac-
tice their skills," Kaner said. 

Up to half the cost for development 
of most software products is spent on 
software testing, but little university 
education on testing is available in the 
United States. This grant funds part of a 
larger effort at Florida Tech to create the 
first undergraduate degree program with 
a primary emphasis on testing. 

Software companies around the 
country are applauding Kaner's efforts. 

"This project can make an enor-
mous contribution to the training of 
software testers," said Sam 
Guckenheimer, senior director, technol-
ogy, automated testing business unit at 
Rational Software. "Cern Kaner is 
uniquely suited to lead this work. As a 
professor at Florida Tech, he participates 
in the most developed software testing 
program available anywhere." 

Good News tor 
Film Lovers 

The Florida Teen Film 
Society this fall offers 
something for everyone, 
with classic films of the 
science fiction, spaghetti 
western, comedy, drama 

and surrealist genreS· 
There is no charge for 
the films, which will be 
shown on Fridays at 
8 p.m. in the F.W, olin 

Engineering Co111pJeX 
Auditorium. Co111ing up: 
Sept. 28 
The Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly 
Oct. 5 
The Player 
Oct. 12 
400 Blows 
Oct. 19 
An Andalusian Dog 
Oct. 26 

The Searchers 
For more inforJ'llation, 

visit www.fit.eduj 
CampusLife/ clubs-org/ftfs. 


