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Team Finishes 
Second in 
Southeast 
Programming 
Contest 

Computer science 
majors John Brow n , 
Rusty Wagner and 
Matt Oertle teamed up 
to finish second in the 
Southeast Region Pro-
gramming Contest 
sponsored by the 
Association for Computer 
Machinery (ACM). The 
event was held in 
Milledgeville, Ga. 

Competing teams 
were required to solve 
11 problems in five 
hours. Teams were 
ranked by number of 
problems solved and 
time taken to solve each 
one. Additional minutes 
were added for an 
incorrect attempt. 

Continued on page 4 
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Grant Spurs neotropics Pollen Research 
Mark Bush, biological 

sciences, has earned a 

National Science Foundation 
grant of $148,700 to provide 
the first computer-guided 

image database and key to Mark Bush 

"The pollen database 

should be of great assistance 
in accurately identifying 
pollen types from Amazonian 
and Andean ecosystems. 
These data will help to 

improve paleoclimatic and the pollen of the lowland 

Neotropics. These are the tropical paleoenvironmental reconstructions of the 
regions of the Americas. Neotropics," said Bush. Such knowledge 

The database will contain images and is used in testing global climate change 
descriptions of about 3,000 pollen types models and in the search for oil. 
collected from herbarium material at the The grant will last for two years, 
New York Botanical Gardens, Missouri providing support for one post-doctoral 

Botanical Gardens, Duke University and researcher and a graduate student. 
the University of Amsterdam. 

Lin Earns $140,000 Clam Research Contract 
Junda Lin, biological 

sciences, has earned a 

$140,000 contract from 
Sea Ag Inc. of Vero Beach 
to study farm-raised hard 
clams. The research will 

be conducted at Florida 

Tech's Vero Beach Marine 

Laboratory. 

microalgae and clams. The four-acre 

They will evaluate the use beachside Vero Beach 
of ocean water to induce Marine Laboratory 
spawning of the hard supports Florida Tech 

clams and to grow faculty and students in 
clam larvae. aquaculture and marine 

sciences programs. 
Opportunities abound for 

learning about fish, 
shrimp and clam aquacul-
ture; sea grass, algal and 
animal ecology; and 
coastal processes. 

Lin will collabo-
rate with Sea Ag's 

president Joe 
Weissman, an expert 
on aquaculture and 

}tmda Lin 
the biology of 
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Campus Calendar 

Panthers Soccer 
Oct. 31, vs. Embry Riddle 

College, 7 p.m. 
Nov. 3, vs. Eckerd College, 
7 p.m. 

Panthers Uolleyball 
Oct. 30, vs. Embry Riddle 

College, 7 p.m. 
Nov. 2, vs. Florida Southern 

College, 7 p.m. 
Nov. 3, vs. St. Leo College, 
2 p.m. 

Oct. 26 
Florida Tech Film Society 

presents: 
The Searchers 
8 p.m. 
F.W. Olin Engineering Complex 
auditorium 

nou.2 
Catholic Campus Ministry 

presents: 
First Friday Luncheon 
Fr. Ooug Bailey, "Common 

Attacks on the Faith, Part IV: 
Grace" 

Noon, All Faiths Center, $10 
Reservations must be made by 

Oct. 29 
For more information, call 

ext. 8045 

nou.3 
Squamish, Student Activities 

Funding Committee and 
WCRR campus radio present: 

Jungle Bungle 
A music-filled fund-raiser for 

the Botanical Garden 
Noon-midnight, Southgate 

Field, $5 
Visit www.squamish-net.org/ 

junglebungle2001/ 

nou.6 
Alumni Association Lecture 

Series 
Male vs. Female: Bridging the 

Communications Gap 
Judith Strother, humanities and 

communication 
6 p.m., Alumni House, free 
Call ext. 7190 for information 

nou.8 
Campus Activities Board 
presents: 

Comedian Tony Woods/ 
Magician Brian Bushwood 

7:30 p.m., Rathskeller, free 
Call ext. 8022 for information 
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faculty and Staff news 
Laszlo Baksay, gave a Central Florida TB 

physics and space Alliance-sponsored 
sciences, was a member seminar on "Recent 
of the organizing commit- advances in mycobacterial 

tee for the International diseases" at Florida 
Europhysics Conference Hospital in Orlando. 

on High Energy Physics, Mark Bush has earned a 
which was held in grant of $27,000 from the 
Budapest, Hungary. Every St. Johns River Water 

two years this conference Management District. The 
of the European Physical grant will fund research 
Society brings together into the pre-European 
particle physicists from landscape of the upper St. 
around the world under 
the sponsorship of the 
European Union. 

In biological sci-
ences, Arvind Dhople 

Johns River basin. Alan 
Leonard presented a 
research seminar at the 
University of Miami 
Medical School (Dept. of 

MicroCenter is Helpful Hub 
It's a place for 

dissertation research, for 
editing all kinds of 

papers and theses, for 

helping students trouble-
shoot their own PC 

hardware and software 
problems and for 

English as a second 

language support. It's 
also a student and 

faculty resource for 

video and still process-

ing. It 's the MicroCenter Nikki Hoier 

Biochemistry and Molecu-
lar Biology). It was titled 
"A switch in time works 

fine: Ensuring DNA 
synthesis is correctly 

timed and synchronous 
during the E. coli cell 

cycle." A manuscript by 
Ralph Turingan and 

graduate student Cedric 

Guigand was accepted 
for publication in the 
journal Contributions in 
Marine Science. It 
documents the feeding 
kinematics and prey-

capture behavior of 
juvenile tarpon. 

primarily come from the 

surrounding area, are 

always welcome there. 

Nikki Hoier '00 

Ed.S., MicroCenter 

manager, said, "There 

are many local resi-
dents, especially 

retired people who 

come here for help in 
understanding com-
puter applications and 

conducting Internet 
research." 

on the second floor of 
Evans Library. 

This resource, however, reaches 
beyond the boundaries of the campus. 
Very young and very old users, who 

The approximately 
one dozen student assistants help these 
senior visitors as well as youths, aged 9 
to 14. 

Continued on page 4 
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ROTC Team Places Second Among Nine 
Florida Tech's ROTC 

Panther Battalion Ranger 
Challenge Team earned 

second place in a field of 
nine university and 

college ROTC teams on 
Oct. 5 at the Head-to-
Head Ranger Challenge 
competition. The state-

wide event was held at 
Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-

cal University. 
The Florida Tech 

team, "an elite group of 
physically and mentally 
tough cadets," according 

to Lt. Col. Thomas Tate, 

finished first in the 
patrolling (tactics) exam. 

The team also finished 

second in the assembly/ 
disassembly of the 
M-16A2 rifle and third in 

the lOK road march. 

The march was 
conducted in full uniform 
and combat boots with an 

M-16A2 rifle, and a 35-lb. 
rucksack on each 
participant's back. The 
hike was also through soft 
beach sand under the hot 

sun. 
The weekend events 

were designed as prepa-
ration for a late October 
competition among all 21 
senior ROTC programs in 

Florida and Georgia. This 
will take place at Fort 

Plumbing the Depths of Shallow Water 
The College of Engineering (COE) has earned 

a $55,000 contract from Northrop Grumman 

Ben Spera tackles the one-rope bridge event. Other cadets (L to R) are: 
Ben Bennett, julian Kemper (holding Spera), Max Fuldauer, joe 
Priolo and Dave Thompson. 

Stewart in Georgia. 

The Florida Tech 

Challenge Team members 
are Benjamin Bennett, 

Brad Comrie, Quintin 

Doll , Lindsey Gordon, 

Julian Kemper, Kenneth 

Kim, Lizabeth Klice, 

Joseph Langlais, Travis 

Owen, Joseph Priolo, 

Benjamin Spera and 

Ian Zapotocky. 

The team's coaches 
are Master Sergeants 
Randy Imbrescia and 

Julio Rodriguez. 

Grumman has been one of Florida Tech's strongest 
supporters for many years and we are happy to find 

Corporation Airborne Ground 
Surveillance and Battle 

new opportunities for our faculty 
NORTHROP GRUMMAN 

and students to work with their 
engineers and scientists on 

research problems of national importance." 
Management Systems. 

The contract will provide funding to help 
researchers develop techniques to measure and 

model ocean optics. 
Ron Bailey, dean of COE, said the college is 

ready to tackle this challenging project. 
"We are delighted to engage in a new research 

program that will leverage our knowledge in instru-
mentation and signa l processing applications for 
shallow water research," he said. "Northrop 

The research will assist Northrop Grumman with 

their current Airborne Laser Mine Detection System 
(ALMDS) program, funded by the Department of 

the Navy. 
Researchers under this interdisciplinary contract 

come from electrical, mechanical, aerospace and ocean 

engineering. Muzaffar Shaikh, engineering manage-
ment, will be project manager. 
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Play Golf, Hear Jazz 
Baytree National Golf 

Links will once again be 
the site of an evening jazz 

social, enhanced by fine 
wine and foods, following 
a competitive morning on 

the links. The event, 
WFIT's jazz on the 
Green, will be held 
Sunday, Nov. 18. 
Proceeds will benefit 
WFIT 89.5-FM. 

This is the fifth year 

for the fund-raiser, 
formerly known as 
Sunset, Champagne and 
All That jazz. A golf 
tournament begins the 
day with a shotgun start 

at noon. The $75-per-

MicroCenter, continued from page 3 

The younger visitors, 
from Stone j unior High 
and University Park 
Magnet schools, come by 
on weekday afternoons. 

"Most weeks we see 

several students from the 
University Blvd. neighbor-
hood spending some of 
their after-school hours in 
the center," said Hoier. 
"We give them home-
work support and help 
with research, scanning 
and their Powerpoint 
presentations. We also 
offer Internet etiquette 

training ." 
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jacqueline jones 

player cost includes an 
invitation for one to the 
jazz event. Corporate 

foursome sponsorship 
packages and hole 

sponsorships are still 
available. 

The jazz social, from 

6 to 9 p.m., features 
vocalist jacqueline jones 
of Orlando and is spon-

sored by the Space Coast 

The School of 
Psychology's summer 
G.I.R.L.S. Program (Grow-

ing Into Responsible 
Young Ladies Success-
fully), for at-risk teenage 

girls, included 

MicroCenter activities in 
its syllabus. Luc Flety, a 
senior in aviation manage-
ment, was the G.I.R.L.S 
instructor and regularly 

helps the neighborhood 
youth visitors, said Hoier. 

Hoier, on her own 
time, has also collected 
donated computer parts at 
the MicroCenter and built 

Credit Union. Samples 
of gourmet food, fine 
wine and desserts, and 

live and silent auctions 

will round out the 
evening. The cost is $50 
for WFIT and Baytree 

members and residents; 
$60 for non-members. 

Because sponsors 
are a key part of the 

event's success, WFIT 
seeks sponsors and 

donated auction items 
from local businesses. 
A half a dozen restau-

rants have already 
signed up. For more 
information, call WFIT 

at ext. 8140. 

and distributed PCs to 
six needy area families 

in the past year or so. 
"The MicroCenter 

certainly deserves our 

praise," said George 
Maul, Department of 
Marine and Environ-

mental Systems. "Nikki 
is always fun to talk to 
and is very helpful to 

our students and 
faculty alike. The 
MicroCenter, I think, 
reflects the wonderful 
cooperative environ-
ment of Florida Tech." 

Parking Squeeze 
On-campus enrollment, 

which exceeds last fall 's by 
194 students, has led to 
enforcement of a previously 
existing parking regulation. 
Jeff McCutcheon, security, 
tells why locating a space 
near a residence hall, in 
particular, is now more 
difficult. 

"We have had to put up 
some new signs that say 
"Resident students only" in 
lots adjacent to the resi-
dence halls," he said. 
"Increased enrollment has 
made it necessary to keep 
this parking just for stu-
dents and to enforce this 
long-standing regulation." 

Faculty and staff 
seeking parking for Roberts 
Hall/WFIT can leave their 
vehicles in the grassy lot 
just south of Alumni House; 
anyone visiting the dorm 
quad may park in that 
grassy lot, the raised dirt lot 
across from Brownlie Hall, 
or any other unrestricted lot 
on campus. 

ACM competition, 
continued from page 1 

Bill Shoaff, computer 
sciences, said the team's 
strong showing should 
result in additional honors. 

"With this finish, we 
expect to receive a wild-
card invitation to the 
international contest in 
Hawaii in March of 2002," 
he said. "It would be our 
fourth trip to the interna-
tional contest in the past 
eight years." 


