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Here Comes Professor Everybody 

With the growth of the sharing economy in areas as transportation and lodging, some are exploring 

ways higher education can become part of that economy. Services such as Udemy could help make this 

happen.  These sites allow anyone to teach online courses and charge for them. One individual who 

teaches a course on how to create iPhone apps had thousands of people sign up to take his course and 

paid $199 each. Several traditional university faculty are teaching via such sites and some are assigning 

such courses as digital textbooks for their students. 

The Chronicle of Higher Education, February 2, 2015, http://chronicle.com/article/Here-Comes-Professor-

Everybody/151445/ 

 The 50 Most Underrated Colleges in America 

Staff from the Business Insider looked at colleges that had been rated as either best universities or best 

liberal arts colleges in U.S. News and World report rankings and compared those to the PayScale College 

Salary Report rankings which looks at mid-career salaries of graduates. This comparison resulted in 50 

colleges that did not rank as highly on the U.S. News rankings but did rate highly on the PayScale 

rankings. Top of this new list was the New Jersey Institute of Technology. Its graduates find jobs quickly 

upon graduation and earn an average of $98,000 after 10 years of employment. The full listing and the 

methodology can be found at http://www.businessinsider.com/most-underrated-colleges-in-america-

2015-1 

Business Insider, January 28, 2015, http://www.businessinsider.com/most-underrated-colleges-in-

america-2015-1 

Wharton’s new Online Courses Include Incentives 

The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania has announced a new series of courses available 

through Courserea. The series is called the Business Foundations specialization series and consists of 

four courses: accounting, finance, marketing and operations management plus a capstone project. 

Application fees to one of the school’s graduate business programs will be waived for the top 50 

performers in the series in a given year. In addition, up to five $20,000 scholarships will be awarded to 

admitted MBA students “who have excelled in completion” of the series in the previous 12 months. 

Wall Street Journal, March 5, 2015, pg. B7 

Innovation of the Week 

Ikea has designed a new line of high-tech furniture that will help insure that your electronic gadgets 

never are without power. The furniture has built-in wireless charging spots. And for those who don’t 
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want to pay for new furniture, they will be able to buy “charging pads” that blend into their existing 

furniture. 

The Week, March 20, 2015, pg. 18 

Getting a Degree, a $64,000 Question 

Carroll Community College (Westminster, MD) received a grant from the Maryland Higher Education 

Commission aimed at assisting returning “near completers,” student who are within 15 credits of 

graduation but who stopped attending. The program called One Step Away provides direct assistance to 

the participants. This assistance can take the form of tuition assistance, transportation, or child care 

costs and is structured to meet the specific needs of the individual student. And for 20 of these “near 

completers,” they already had enough credits to graduate – they just had not applied to graduate.  

These students were given a $25 gift card if they applied for the program. Program staff is hoping this 

will be an incentive for the students to apply for graduation. 

Carroll Community Times, February 2, 2015, 

http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/topic/education/community-colleges/05008000.topic 

How to Find the Smart Kids in an Online Class 

This article provides suggestions on how students can find strong, reliable peers in their online courses. 

Suggestions include looking for students who respond to others in the discussions and help to lead the 

discussion.  Also peers who ask questions are likely to be better students. 

U.S. News, January 28, 2015, http://www.usnews.com/education/online-

education/articles/2015/01/28/how-to-find-the-smart-kids-in-an-online-class 

Our Aging Nuclear Arsenal 

With the average age of a U.S. nuclear warhead being 27 years, some are worried that the failure to 

maintain and update the nuclear arsenal of the U.S. is a disaster in the making. In addition, the 

personnel who staff the nuclear missiles are demoralized by the lack of maintenance and upgrades 

provided the arsenals, including the underground sites in which they work their 24-hour shifts. 

The Week, January 23, 2015, pg. 11 

Football Major, Basketball Minor? 

This article presents the pros and cons of creating degree programs that are built around sports and 

offer varsity athletes academic credit for their participation. Some point to music and theater as areas 

where such programs already exist. Opponents argue that if “you want to make a career in sports, there 

are already ways to do it.” 

New York Times, February 1, 2015, http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/08/education/edlife/football-

major-basketball-minor.html?_r=0 
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Going to a Public College isn’t as Affordable as it Used to be 

State legislatures across America have shifted the burden of paying for higher education from the state 

to families. “All but two states in the country – Alaska and North Dakota – are spending less per student 

than they did before the downturn.” Arizona had the biggest cut in per-student spending – a 48% 

decrease since 2008. For the first time, “families are shouldering more of the cost of public university 

tuition than state governments.” 

Washington Post, January 30, 2015, http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/going-to-a-

public-college-isnt-as-affordable-as-it-used-to-be/2015/01/30/813b3eda-9b7b-11e4-96cc-

e858eba91ced_story.html 

Techknow: 10 Tech Themes to be Ready for in 2015 

The author lists 10 topics that marketing professionals should know about as these topics will impact the 

profession and society. Among those listed are 3D printing, faster social feedback loops, and increased 

use of micro-targeting.  

Marketing, January 2015, pg. 22 

Bright Idea 

Staff at IBM Research in Bangalore, India, have developed a prototype power source that uses discarded 

lithium-ion batteries. The device called UrJar can run a small fan or light an LED. The UrJars would be 

priced at $10 each and would save e-waste from making its way to the landfills. 

Prism, v. 24, #5, pg. 14 

A Move to Simplify the FAFSA 

The U.S. government is reviewing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) in an attempt to 

reduce the number of questions in the application from today’s 108 questions to as few as two.  

Defenders of the current form argue that individuals can complete the application in 20 minutes or less 

and that simplifying the form will lead to identity theft.  Both sides do agree that allowing families to use 

tax returns from one year earlier would allow for earlier completion of the FAFSA which in turns allows 

potential students to apply for aid earlier. 

Marketplace Education, January 28, 2015, http://www.marketplace.org/topics/education/move-

simplify-fafsa 

Seven Future-Shaping Technologies 

The United Kingdom’s Royal Academy of Engineering has named seven projects that have the greatest 

potential to bring radical innovation to their fields. Among those named are next-generation prosthetic 

limbs that aim to “predict how residual tissues change with different activities, which affects comfort 

and mobility with prostheses” and software inspired by the human ear which uses machine listening or 

audio analysis to “develop algorithms that mimic what the human ear does naturally to discriminate 
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between useful sounds and noise” and apply these algorithms to such work as surveillance, crime 

detection, and music indexing. 

The Futurist, vol. 48, no. 6, pg 12 

The Carnegie Unit: A Century- Old Standard in a Changing Education Landscape 

This report published by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching examines how 

changes could and should be made to the measuring of learning by today’s students. Some have argued 

that the Carnegie Unit, designed “over a century ago as a rough gauge of student readiness for college-

level academics” (pg. 5) is a hindrance to measuring learning. Others see the Carnegie Unit as less of an 

obstacle but  argue that any lasting changes requires “not just advocacy, but sustained, systematic 

efforts to study innovations and learn from them in a spirit of continuous improvement…” (pg. 6) 

Silva, E., White, T., and Toch, T., The Carnegie Unit: A Century- Old Standard in a Changing Education 

Landscape (2015). Stanford, CA: Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. 

Five Big Tech Trends 

Even restaurants are looking at what technologies will have the biggest impact on their business 

operations. The five listed in this article are integration, online ordering, mobile web traffic, targeted 

loyalty programs, and alternative payment methods. These new targeted loyalty programs are including 

more than just earning points for free items. Some of the new programs include exclusive previews and 

tasting to loyalty club members. 

Restaurant  Development + Design, (Winter 2014), pg. 9 

Satellite Images Reveal Good News for Penguins 

By examining satellite images of guano, researchers have been able to determine that the population of 

the Adelie penguin is 53% larger than estimates of 20 years ago. The images also help to monitor 

changes in the food chain for the penguins. These changes should help scientists understand climate 

changes and population dynamics of seabirds and marine mammals. 

The Futurist, v. 48, #6, pg. 7-8 

How an Excited Student Became a “Washout” 

This article details the results of a study conducted to understand why undergraduates leave 

engineering. Using a qualitative approach, researchers asked participants to draw pictures that 

illustrated their journey into and out of engineering. Some of the challenges discovered through this 

technique were “institutional factors such as inadequate preparation for the difficulty of the engineering 

program and time commitment required, and individual factors such as a loss in motivation due to poor 

performance in classes.”   

Prism, v. 24 #5, pg. 39 


