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The Next Assault on the Ivory Tower: Unbundling the College Degree 

This article explores how unbundling the college degree could impact higher education financially. Using 

the examples of the music and airline industries, it demonstrates how the unbundling in the music 

industry increased sales but decreased total revenue while in the airline industry unbundling resulted in 

new fees for meals, blankets, and checked luggage. In higher education, unbundling may increase the 

use of competencies and “Netflix-like recommendation engines to find the best courses and credentials 

to pursue.” 

SchoolBoard, March 23, 2015, http://www.forbes.com/sites/schoolboard/2015/03/23/the-next-assault-

on-the-ivory-tower-unbundling-the-college-degree/ 

Who Spewed that Abuse? Anonymous Yik Yak App Isn’t Telling 

The social media site YikYak does not include user profiles but covers conversations on numerous topics. 

One included a lecture in an honors course at Eastern Michigan University. The conversation was not 

about the course subject but rather about the professors – and most comments were “demeaning, 

many using crude, sexually explicit language and imagery.” When reported to university officials, there 

was not much that could be done as the posts are anonymous. Several institutions have taken the step 

of barring Yik Yak from their servers. Other institutions have tried flooding the app with positive posts. 

New York Times, March 8, 2015, http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/09/technology/popular-yik-yak-app-

confers-anonymity-and-delivers-abuse.html?_r=0 

10 Reasons Your Church Needs a Mobile App 

This article outlines how a mobile app can help religious institutions reach congregants. Among the 

reasons listed are: it shows you’re current; it can attract new members to your ministry; it makes 

donating and giving much easier; people can interact daily rather than just once a week; and you can 

receive feedback. 

TechDecisions, (2015) vol. 1, #3, pg. 38-39 

Assembly Required (Tools Included) 

The Ikea Foundation and a design team called Better Shelter have developed modular shelters for use in 

refugee camps. Benefits of this design include language-free assembly instructions, windows, a lockable 

door, and a roof-mounted solar panel. The solar panel powers a USB outlet that allows small electronics 

to be charged as well as power a built-in lamp. The units are priced at less than $1000 each and are 

designed to last three years. 

American Scholar, v. 84, # 3, pg. 16 
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Staying Above Water: Changes Critical to Institutional Competitiveness in the Modern Era 

As news of colleges closing and merging, higher education administrators are examining every method 

to remain competitive and viable. Among the steps discussed in this article are: adopt new innovative 

business models; get past traditional higher education’s mindsets and models; expand the institution’s 

global footprint; focus on outcomes; and consider modularity, not just degrees. 

The EvoLLution, April 9, 2015, http://www.evolllution.com/opinions/staying-water-critical-institutional-

competitiveness-modern-era/ 

Why we Need Learning Engineers 

The author presents various reasons why “learning engineers” are needed in today’s digital and complex 

world. Defined as “professionals who understand the research about learning, test and apply it to help 

more students learn more effectively,” these professionals would work with faculty members to apply 

the science about learning to instruction.  

The Chronicle of Higher Education, April 20, 2015, http://chronicle.com/article/Why-We-Need-Learning-

Engineers/229391/ 

Apps: The Sharing Economy’s Toll on Workers 

This article summarizes a variety of articles that looks at the impact of the sharing economy on workers. 

Some contend these services such as Uber and TaskRabbit allow people who work for such services to 

take advantage of the flexibility and independence available. Others suggest that it is creating a “digital 

serfdom,” requiring the workers to work longer hours for lower pay than they originally thought. 

The Week, June 12, 2015, pg. 20 

Pee Power 

A group at the University of West England has installed a urinal that “pumps urine into stacks of 

microbial fuel cells.” These fuel cells produce biochemical energy that can be converted to electricity. 

Oxfam, who supported the research, envisions that these systems could be used to light cubicles in 

locations such as refugee camps. This light would make the use of the facilities safer, especially for 

women. 

Prism, v. 24, no. 8, pg. 12 

Why 3D Printers are the Latest EdTech Fad 

As the cost for 3D printers have declined, K-12 education is investing in the technology. A proposed 

reason is the implementation of the Common Core which emphasizes critical thinking and innovation. 

Some of the projects in which the printers have been used are creating Civil War era objects and 

creating dinosaur bones to create a model of a T-Rex. 

TechDecisions, (2015), v. 1, no. 3, pgs. 4-5 
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In-state Tuition Break, a Disappearing Bargain 

The tuition break available to in-state students has been disappearing over the last decade. One of the 

suggested causes is the restriction on the number of in-state students admitted. At the University of 

Alabama, the majority of incoming freshman students are out-of-state. For many universities, it easier to 

replace in-state students with out-of-state students than it is to raise tuition which is many times 

regulated by state legislatures and governing bodies. 

New York Times, May 19, 2015, pg. A3 

Innovation of the Week 

The RingCam is designed to capture the marriage proposal in real time by outfitting the engagement 

ring box with a high definition camera and microphone. The boxes can be rented for $99 for three 

weeks. A RingCam proposal package is available for $199 and includes the services of video editors who 

“will turn your proposal footage into a personalized video – complete with snapshots and music.” 

The Week, April 17, 2015, pg. 18 

The Meltdown of a For-Profit College Behemoth 

This article is an excellent summary of the events of the demise of Corinithian Colleges, Inc., once one of 

the largest for-profit providers of higher education. It also provides a status report on the group, 

Corinthian 15, organized to call a “debt strike” to have their student loans forgiven. 

The Atlantic, (April 30, 2015), http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/04/the-meltdown-

of-a-for-profit-college-behemoth/391925/ 

More Students Getting College Degrees in High School 

The National Alliance of Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships (NACEP) reports that the number of high 

school students earning their associate degrees while in high school is growing about 7% per year. More 

than 20% of American high school students are taking at least one college course. Students say that 

doing so saves them time and money. A growing focus of the dual enrollments is in manufacturing and 

information technology. Critics suggest that having high school students make decisions on lifelong 

targets hinders the self-discovery process. 

USA Today, (July 7, 2015), http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2015/07/07/more-students-

getting-college-degrees-in-high-school/29846455/ 

Striving for ADA Compliance 

As the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) turns 25, colleges and universities continue to explore how 

to make instructional materials more accessible to students with disabilities. Technology can provide 

such accessibility. Advocates suggest a proactive approach that incorporates such technology from the 

beginning of projects to insure ADA compliance strategies. Some institutions such as Wooster 
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Polytechnic Institute (WPI) have incorporated these strategies in its curriculum. Capstone projects for 

engineering students often include developing assistive technologies into the projects. 

TechDecisions (2015), v. 1, #3, pgs. 14-15. 

Will the IRS Audit Your Independent Contractors? 

It is rumored that the IRS will increase the number of audits of higher education institutions to insure 

that they are not misclassifying employees as independent contractors as a means to avoid providing 

health care insurance. Higher education institutions are advised to review their process and procedures 

for classifying employees to insure that they are compliant to avoid Affordable Care Act penalties. 

Questions to be asked during the classification process include: “what the employees will be doing; what 

services they’re providing; (and) how they’re devoting their time.” 

University Business, July 2015, http://www.universitybusiness.com/article/will-irs-audit-your-

independent-contractors 

When Actors Replace Instructors as On-Camera Talent 

Purdue University’s Engineering Professional Education program is using professional actors, rather than 

Subject Matter Experts (SMEs), to present the videos in their online certification program. The actors 

read from a teleprompter a script composed by the instructional designers. The videos are short (no 

longer than seven minutes) and are topical (they can be more easily updated). One other requirement: 

“The actors never introduce themselves in the lecture videos, not do their names appear on the screen.” 

Campus Technology, May 13, 2015, http://campustechnology.com/articles/2015/05/13/when-actors-

replace-instructors-as-on-camera-talent.aspx 

Is Facebook Eyeing Corporate E-learning? 

Facebook has developed a collaboration tool called Facebook at Work. It has the same look and feel as 

the consumer- oriented social network site. It has groups function that some suggest may replace email 

lists. Critics are concerned about how this service might collect data on users. Facebook has stated that 

it will not gather data on corporate users of Facebook at Work. 

Elearning, May 12, 2015, http://www.2elearning.com/top-stories/item/56010-is-facebook-eyeing-

corporate-e-learning 

You’d Look Great in This Model 

Students at the college for Creative Studies have designed a new hospital gown that is warmer, softer, 

more colorful, and closes completely by using “a series of strategically placed snaps.” It is predicted that 

the new design will be as cost effective as the old design since the new design will cut down on laundry 

costs – patients would often wear two gowns of the old design to achieve modesty coverage. 

American Scholar, v. 84, #3, pg. 13 
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Hiring: The First Librarian of Congress for the Internet Age 

With the retirement of James Billington, the current Librarian of Congress, the library will now have the 

opportunity to hire a librarian, something it has not done since 1987 when Billington was appointed by 

President Reagan. In examining the priorities of the new librarian, experts suggest that the new librarian 

should digitize more works, raise more money,  hire a permanent CIO, and work on clearing its backlog 

of books that have yet to be cataloged (the backlog goes back to the 1980’s). In addition, the new 

librarian should also use email – Billington communicated with staff after hours via a fax machine at his 

home. 

The Atlantic, June 18, 2015, http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/06/hiring-the-first-

librarian-of-congress-for-the-internet-age/396038/ 

Here’s Why Companies are Desperate to Hire Anthropologists 

High tech companies such as Google, Intel, and Microsoft are hiring anthropologists to help discover 

customer insights into the role that products play in people’s lives. The article discusses several case 

studies in which companies found that their assumptions of how consumers viewed their products were 

incorrect. 

Business Insider, March 27, 2014, http://www.businessinsider.com/heres-why-companies-

aredesperateto-hireanthropologists-2014-3 

Study Examines Impact of Texting and Tweeting on Academic Performance 

Researchers found that students in the control group that did not use their cell phones while viewing a 

video scored better than those students who received texts or tweets while viewing the video. However, 

if the texts or tweets contained information related to the content in the video, the students scored 

nearly on par as the control group. One possibility for this occurrence is that the content-related 

texts/tweets operated essentially like a clicker or flash quiz. 

Inside Higher Ed, June 8, 2015, https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/06/08/study-examines-

impact-texting-and-tweeting-academic-performance 

Technology Won’t Fix America’s Neediest Schools. It Makes bad Education Worse. 

The author suggests that technology is not the game-changer for education as some have argued. 

Rather ongoing costs such as upgrades, maintenance, and repair drain financial resources. Even when 

teachers are trained in the use of technology, teachers find they need to write lesson plans that are low-

tech backup plans in case technology fails. 

Washington Post, June 4, 2015, https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-

instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-

8#q=technology%20won%27t%20fix%20america%27s%20neediest%20schools 
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Show, not Tell: A new Graduate School of Education will be Competency Based 

The Woodrow Wilson Academy for Teaching and Learning has created a competency-based program 

from which students will “graduate as soon as they’re deemed able to handle all of the school’s main 

competencies.” Assessment of performance and skills will be conducted for each incoming student. Only 

25 students will be admitted the first year. As part of a new institute called the MIT PK-12 initiative, the 

academy will partner with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to conduct research on teacher 

and school leadership education.  

Inside Higher Ed, June 17, 2015, https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/06/17/new-graduate-

school-education-will-be-competency-based 

The (Accidental) Power of MOOCs 

In a study conducted by Harvard and MIT, 39% of the learners in the edX-based MOOCs were educators. 

The courses are seen as excellent opportunities to receive professional development at no cost as well 

as provide educators the opportunity to see other educators in action. The hope is that the learning 

from these courses will help improve traditional K-12 schools. 

The Atlantic, June 23, 2015, http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/06/the-secret-power-

of-moocs/396608/  
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