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11 States that Spend More on Prison than on Colleges 

The American Academy of Arts and Sciences has issued a new report that examines the investment by 

the states in higher education. Findings indicate that such support has fallen dramatically over the past 

decades. Even more compelling is the finding that there are “now 11 states that spend more on prisons 

than higher education.” Among these states are Michigan, Vermont, and Colorado. Not are the list are 

Florida, Louisiana, California, and Texas. The article presents the reasons why states are and are not on 

the list. 

Desert News, Oct. 21, 2015, http://national.deseretnews.com/article/6456/11-states-that-spend-more-

on-prisons-than-on-colleges.html 

The 25 Healthiest Colleges in the U.S. 

From data in the Trojan’s Sexual Health Report Card and from the Princeton Review along with 

nominations via social media and questionnaires returned by the nominated schools, Greatist has 

compiled a list of the 25 healthiest colleges in the U.S. Ranking criteria included special dietary options 

on dining hall menus, number of fitness classes offered, and available mental health resources. The 25 

are listed in no particular order and include private and public institutions as well as large and small 

institutions. 

Greatist, Aug. 25, 2015, http://greatist.com/health/healthiest-colleges 

Why Does Air Travel Make People so Grumpy? 

Air travel today is getting rougher today and it is not all due to increased security according to the 

author of the article. Much of the public’s dissatisfaction with air travel can be attributed to the 

historical perception that air travel was more relaxing compared to other modes of transportation. That 

is no longer the case as cabins are more crowded, boarding is no longer in a logical manner, and things 

once included in the fare now cost extra. In addition, passengers experience resentment when they see 

how first class passengers are treated compared to those that have to do the “shuffling walk of shame” 

to get to the main cabin. 

The Atlantic, Sept. 14, 2015, http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/09/flying-travel-

frustration-airlines-customer-service/404986/ 

Can u fix education w/txts? 

Benjamin Casteleman of the University of Virginia believes that text messages can “boost student 

achievement, improves study habits, and help student stay on track in the transition from high school to 

college.” Texting is also cheap and is everywhere. Texts can be customized to fit the needs of the 
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individual students and can be used to send out reminders, resource links, and replies to questions 

submitted. 

The Hechinger Report, Sept. 16, 2015, http://hechingerreport.org/can-u-fix-education-w-txts/ 

That ‘Useless’ Liberal Arts Degree has Become Tech’s Hottest Ticket 

Many high tech firms are hiring liberal arts graduates to work in nontechnical career paths in their 

organizations. Jobs in these companies are in areas such as sales and marketing, education, consulting, 

business development, product management and real estate. Researchers are continuing to look at how 

strong social skills are as important in career earnings as are technical skills alone. Hiring in the tech 

sector continues to be strong in positions in sales and in branding. In one company, there were 60 open 

sales positions as compared to 51 in technology development. 

Forbes, July 29, 2015, http://www.forbes.com/sites/georgeanders/2015/07/29/liberal-arts-degree-tech/ 

 Black Arts: The $800 Million Family Selling Art Degrees and False Hopes 

The Academy of Art University, a family-owned for-profit institution, operates in the San Francisco Bay 

area and online. The school, founded during the Great Depression by Richard S. Stephens, today enrolls 

around 14,000 students and generates an estimated $300 million in annual revenues. The family also 

owns real estate estimated to be worth $420 million which is leased back to the university. Only 32% of 

the full-time students graduate in six years compared to 59% for colleges nationally. At least 13 of the 

institution’s programs are predicted to not meet the new standards as set forth by the U.S. Department 

of Education. 

Forbes, Aug. 19, 2015, http://www.forbes.com/sites/katiasavchuk/2015/08/19/black-arts-the-800-

million-family-selling-art-degrees-and-false-hopes/ 

Where to Start? These are the Basic Technologies to Improve Retention 

This article lists six basic technologies that can improve retention. The six are: access via mobile devices; 

online learning and blended learning; monitoring, assessment and early alert systems; student portals; 

e-portfolios; and video teleconferencing. 

eCampus News, Aug. 19, 2015, http://www.ecampusnews.com/technologies/technologies-improve-

retention-265/ 

Bright Beams Bring Buddhas Back 

On June 6 and 7, 2015, using laser light projectors, a Chinese couple beamed 3-d images at the spots 

where the 6th century Buddhas had been before being blown up by the Taliban in 2001. For those two 

days, the Buddhas were temporarily resurrected. 

Spectrum, Aug. 2015, pg. 21 
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Virtual college tours with Cardboard, a Smartphone and YouVisit 

YouVisit provides virtual-reality college tours. Trinity University in Texas is one of the colleges that have 

posted tours. It distributes VR (virtual reality) googles made out of cardboard that allows the viewers to 

experience the tour in 3-D/360 degree. See http://www.youvisit.com/colleges for participating 

institutions. 

American Statesman, Sept. 7, 2015, http://www.mystatesman.com/news/technology/virtual-college-

tours-with-cardboard-a-smartphone-/nnW7P/ 

Free Freshman Year? Texas State Hopes to Try it Out 

The Texas State University System is promoting a program run by the Modern States Education Alliance 

called Freshman Year for Free.  Any student planning to attend a public school in Texas that accepts AP 

or CLEP is eligible to participant. The only cost to them is the fee to take the tests, estimated to be about 

$90 per class.  The courses will be available in a variety of subjects from U.S. history to astronomy and 

are hosted by edX, a MOOC platform developed by Harvard and Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Texas Tribune, Sept 10, 2015, http://www.texastribune.org/2015/09/10/free-freshman-year-texas-state-

will-try-it-out/ 

While Washington Wavers, States Provide Detailed College Ratings 

There has been much discussion about the “College Scorecard” being made available through the U.S. 

Department of Education which will provide such data as the earning of graduates from a given 

institution of higher education. One of the concerns regarding the scorecard is the limited data on which 

the numbers are based. Some states are already making much of this data publicly available. In addition, 

some states are sharing data on alumni who have moved out of state through the Wage Record 

Interchange System.  Using the Multi-state Collaborative to Advance Learning Outcomes Assessment, 

some states are collecting data on what university graduates have learned. 

Hechinger Report, Sept. 15, 2015, http://hechingerreport.org/while-washington-wavers-states-provide-

detailed-college-ratings/ 

11 Bizarre Colleges Courses We Actually Want to Take 

This article lists 11 courses that have been offered at higher education institutions in the U.S. recently. 

The titles can be somewhat misleading. One is informally known as #Selfie Class but the official name is 

Writing and Critical Reasoning: Identity and Diversity. Another one, United Kingdom: To Hogwarts and 

Harry – an Intensive Study of Harry Potter through the British Isles, included a 10 day trip to the United 

Kingdom including tours as the Bodleian Library and Christ’s Church at Oxford University. 

Time, Aug. 26, 2015, http://time.com/4006878/unusual-college-university-courses/ 
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Study Identifies New Cheating Method in MOOCs 

Researchers have identified a cheating strategy they have named CAMEO (copying answers using 

multiple existences online).  The approach is one in which “a user creates multiple accounts, one of 

which is the primary account that will ultimately earn a certificate (while) the other accounts are used to 

find or ‘harvest’ the correct answers to assessment questions for the master account.” Some solutions 

to prevent this type of cheating include “restricting solutions to assessment until after the assignments 

are due, and randomizing questions so that each learner receives a customized set of problems.” 

MIT News, Aug. 24, 2015, http://news.mit.edu/2015/cheating-moocs-0824 

The Pension Crisis at Public Universities 

Much has been written about the massive funding challenges facing state and city pension funds. But a 

similar problem is brewing in higher education pension funds at public universities as well. Some states 

will increase the problem for the universities by transferring more of the financial responsibilities for 

pensions to the universities. In response, some higher education institutions are cutting back on retiree 

health care or eliminating it altogether. Others will find that they need to increase tuition to cover these 

increasing costs. 

The Atlantic, Aug. 10, 2015, http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/08/entitlements-for-

education-pension-universities/400820/ 

The Hard Lessons of DARPA’s Robotics Challenge 

Twenty- three teams competed in the DARPA Robotics Challenge designed to demonstrate how to 

“generate significant improvements in the ability of robots and their human operators to work in 

concert to perform difficult tasks.” The winner of the contest was the team from the Korea Advanced 

Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST). 

Spectrum, Aug. 2015, pg. 11- 13. 

Clinton Sought Invite for Laureate at State Dept. Dinner 

Despite her current negative comments about for-profit colleges, Hillary Clinton, when she was 

Secretary of State, put Laureate Education on the guest list of a higher education policy dinner hosted by 

the U.S. Department of State. A few months later, Bill Clinton was made the honorary chancellor of 

Laureate International Universities and received $16.5 million for this service between 2010 and 2014. 

He stepped down from the position in 2015. 

Inside Higher Ed, Sept. 2, 2015, https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2015/09/02/clinton-

sought-invite-laureate-state-dept-dinner 

 

 

http://news.mit.edu/2015/cheating-moocs-0824
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/08/entitlements-for-education-pension-universities/400820/
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/08/entitlements-for-education-pension-universities/400820/
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2015/09/02/clinton-sought-invite-laureate-state-dept-dinner
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2015/09/02/clinton-sought-invite-laureate-state-dept-dinner


How Sustainable Food Movement is Shaping College Dining – and Vice Versa 

Many universities recycle, repurpose, compost and purchase foods from local suppliers in an effort to 

participate in sustainability efforts. The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 

Education (AASHE) reports that more than 600 schools participate in the sustainability tracking program. 

Universities play a big role in sustainability because of their purchasing power and their ability to 

generate publicity for their efforts. 

Christian Science Monitor, Sept. 23, 2015, http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2015/0923/How-

sustainable-food-movement-is-shaping-college-dining-and-vice-versa 

Suiting up for the Red Planet 

Although it may be decades before we actually land people on Mars, engineers and scientists are 

already working on the suits that will need to be worn on the Red Planet. These suits are being designed 

to have free breathing apparatus, body armor, knees that can bend and new fabrics that will regulate 

the temperature of the suits. One of the most interesting concepts is that astronauts will slide into the 

suits through an opening in the back to minimize exposure to the potentially toxic dust.  

Spectrum, Oct. 2015, pgs. 36-38 
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