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McGraw-Hill Education Establishes First-ever “Pay-for-Performance” Business Model in Partnership with 

Western Governors University 

This partnership links a publisher of e-books and adaptive learning tools with a higher education 

institution in a manner not seen before. WGU (Western Governors University) obtains the McGraw-Hill 

Education products at a deep discount flat fee. In addition, the institution will pay an additional fee for 

each student who uses the material and then receives a passing grade. Note, at WGU, a B or better is a 

passing grade. The news release makes the case that this partnership supports the overall WGU 

academic approach of being a mentor-guided, competency-based education. 

PRNewsire.com, June 13, 2012 

UND Officially Drops Fighting Sioux Nickname 

After years of discussion and controversy, the University of North Dakota has now officially dropped the 

Fighting Sioux nickname when residents cast ballots to support dropping the name. The history of the 

dispute included threats of NCAA sanctions if the nickname was not dropped to the state legislature 

passing legislation prohibiting the dropping of the name. However, even with this latest development, a 

new nickname will not be used until 2015 to promote a cooling-off period. 

Inforum (www.inforum.com/event/article/id/364168), June 14, 2012 

Get Rich U. 

The author examines the interrelationship between Stanford University and Silicon Valley. It also looks 

at academic developments at Stanford such as the Institute of Design or the d.school. The d.school is 

housed in the School of Engineering and whose classes “stress collaboration across disciplines and 

revolve around projects to advance social progress.” A review of the events involving Stanford’s pursuit 

(and subsequent withdrawal) of being named the institution spearheading the development of a higher 

education institution at New York City’s Silicon Alley is also included. 

The New Yorker, v. 88, #11, pg 38+ 

Conflicted: Faculty and Online Learning, 2012 

The Babson Survey Research Group and Inside Higher Ed have released the results of the 2012 survey of 

faculty and administrators views of online learning. One of the survey results indicates that faculty are 

more pessimistic than optimistic about online education. However, if the professors have been involved 

in online learning, the less skeptical they are about online education. Perhaps surprisingly, even given 

this “conflicted” view of online learning, 60 percent of faculty report recommending an online course to 

a student or advisee. The entire report is available at 

http://www.insidehighered.com/sites/default/server_files/survey/conflicted.html 

http://www.inforum.com/event/article/id/364168
http://www.insidehighered.com/sites/default/server_files/survey/conflicted.html


PR Newswire (New York), June 21, 2012 

Conn(ecticut) Joining Teacher Trend 

This article reports on the proposal under consideration by the Connecticut Board of Education that 

would include student performance, classroom observations, and anonymous student and parent 

surveys as elements of a teacher rating system. Including student evaluations as part of teaching 

effectiveness is common place in higher education but not so common in the K-12 arena. The new 

system has four ratings: exemplary, proficient, developing, and below standard. Although this article 

was written prior to the vote, an examination of the state Board of Education’s website reveals that this 

proposal was passed on a unanimous vote by the board. 

Wall Street Journal, June 27, 2012, pg. A19 

Higher Education; Kaplan University Announces Plans to add Location in Augusta 

Kaplan University announced it was planning to open a third Maine location in Augusta. The location to 

begin offering courses September 19, 2012 will provide courses on-ground, hybrid and online. Kaplan is 

to invest several million dollars and hire around 12 employees to support the new location. The Maine 

governor, Paul LePage, is quoted as saying, “Because Kaplan University has done its homework and 

specializes in some of Maine’s fastest-growing industries, its graduates are better prepared for the jobs 

of today.”  

Computers, Networks & Communications, June 28, 2012, pg. 351 

From the Three Rs to the Fours Cs: Radically Redesigning K-12 Education 

We’re all familiar with three Rs: reading, ‘riting, and ‘rithmetic. However some experts are promoting a 

move away from focusing on these three skills as a way to counter the fall in text-literacy scores. James 

Flynn, a professor in New Zealand, has documented that young people’s text literacy skills have been 

falling at the same time their IQs (intelligence quotients) have been rising at an average of three points 

every 10 years. Researchers call for the focus to be on the four Cs: “critical thinking, creative thinking, 

compspeak (the skills needed to access information using all-sensory talking computers), and calculators 

(for basic applied math). “ The article raises the possibility that text has run its historic course and will be 

replaced by an oral, visual, all-sensory, non-text society. This development has some fascinating 

implications for all of society from how students are taught to societal policies as to access to 

information. 

The Futurist, v. 46, #2, pg 48+ 

Ohio Universities won’t Offer Remedial Classes; State poised to quit Funding Program used by 42% of 

Freshmen 

By 2014-15, state funding for remedial education at universities in Ohio will no longer be provided. 

Institutions in the state are looking to see the impact of this legislation passed in 2007. Some institutions 



already are not providing remedial education. Others, for example Wright State University, plan to 

continue remedial classes – just not funded out of state monies. Freshmen at state universities not 

providing remedial classes will need to find this help at community colleges or branch campuses.  This 

move does raise concern as to students being able to find adequate resources to provide the remedial 

education since 42% of freshmen entering higher education in Ohio needed remedial help. 

Dayton Daily News, June 17, 2012, pg A1 

Majority of School District Administrators Endorse Online Classes; Survey Reveals Strong Support for 

Requiring an Online Course for Graduation 

In Learning in the 21st Century: A Five Year Retrospective on the Growth in Online Learning, a report of a 

survey of school district administrators, students and parents prepared by Blackboard Inc and Project 

Tomorrow, results indicate that 52% of school administrators endorse online classes. This represents an 

increase from 33% who endorsed online classes when the survey was conducted in 2007. As for the 

requirement that taking an online course is needed to graduate, 46% of the parents and 45% of the 

students (in grades 6-12) were supportive of the idea. Currently 5 states (Alabama, Florida, Idaho, 

Michigan and Virginia) have such graduation requirements. It is interesting to note that 66% of the 

school administrators were opposed to the Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) movement. The entire report 

can be obtained at http://www.tomorrow.org/speakup/learning21Report_2012_Update.html 

PR Newswire, New York, June 26, 2012 

Arthritis; Georgia Tech Launches HomeLab to help Companies Evaluate Home Health Technologies 

Expanding on its work in helping companies evaluate and improve on consumer product design and its 

work with the U.S. Arthritis Foundation, Georgia Tech Research Institute has launched HomeLab, a 

statewide network of individuals 50 and older designed to evaluate users’ perceptions, use and 

acceptance of home health and wellness technologies. HomeLab will save companies money in 

conducting this type of research by already having in place a network of testers for which information as 

to health and other criteria have already been collected. The network will provide for rapid recruitment 

of participants and can be used for short- and long-term product testing. 

NewsRx Health and Science (Atlanta), July 1, 2012, pg 348 

A Shocking Truth 

We are familiar with seeing AEDs (automated external defibrillator) in airports, malls, and office 

buildings. What we may not know is that many of them have failed to operate at the crucial moment. 

These malfunctions have resulted in lawsuits and in a reconsideration of the design of such devices. The 

FDA (Food and Drug Administration) is considering reclassifying the AEDS to a Class III product requiring 

a more robust testing of a product before releasing the product to the public. 

IEEE Spectrum, v. 49, #3, pg 31+ 

http://www.tomorrow.org/speakup/learning21Report_2012_Update.html


3 Dangerous Student Aid Myths: What Higher Education Leaders can do to Debunk Them 

The author, Justin Draeger, president of the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators 

(NASFAA), lists the following myths: 1. Increase in student aid drive up college costs; 2. Student loans are 

the next mortgage bubble; and 3. Most students borrow way too much. He argues that when 

policymakers use these as the foundation for changes in financial regulations, the result is misguided 

policies. Certainly a serious discussion about financial aid must happen but it needs to be framed in the 

correct facts. 

University Business, v. 15, #6, pg. 78+ 

BCS out, Four-team Playoff in; College Presidents approve new System, which will go into place after 

2014 Rose Bowl 

Chris Dufresne in his column On College Football reviews the new agreement on the playoff games for 

college football. The selection of participating schools will be done by a committee and the game itself 

(the national title game) will be awarded to the highest, neutral-site bidder. Some observers see this as 

satisfying those who wanted a playoff system but does not go far enough to satisfy those who wanted 

an eight or 16-team model. 

Los Angeles Times, June 27, 2012, pg. C1 

The Kresge Foundation Supports Campaign to Mobilize Community Colleges 

The Kresge Foundation awarded a $500,000 grant to the American Association of Community College 

(AACC) to be used for broad dissemination of the findings and recommendations from the study 21st-

Century Commission on the Future of Community Colleges. The funds will also be used to develop a 

proactive and integrated action plan for the future of community colleges. A copy of the commissions’ 

report is available at http://www.aacc.nche.edu/aboutcc/21stcenturyreport/21stCenturyReport.pdf 

PR Newswire, New York, June 26, 2012 

College Board Developing new Test for Incoming Students in Texas 

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board has contracted with the College Board to develop a test 

for incoming college students. Designed to determine academic readiness, it would replace in 2013-

2014 tests currently being used by public colleges and universities. However, if students have taken the 

SAT or ACT and have achieved a test score high enough to demonstrate that they are ready for college, 

they will not have to be re-tested. Note the state is not paying College Board to develop the test. Rather, 

the College Board will be able to charge the public institutions up to $11 for each student tested. 

McClatchy-Tribune Business News, Washington, June 27, 2012 

 

 

http://www.aacc.nche.edu/aboutcc/21stcenturyreport/21stCenturyReport.pdf


“Rateocracy” and Corporate Reputation 

This article reviews the implications for businesses and other organizations with the current push for 

“rateocracy,” the phenomenon demonstrated at such sites as Angie’s List, Yelp, and Facebook. Among 

the implications, as consumers use these rating services to post reviews and read reviews, are the 

balance of power changes (customers, suppliers and employees gain power, the organization loses 

power) and 24/7 reputation management (management of reputation moves to a daily activity and not 

just a strategic initiative). The author predicts that with these review services, the global village will 

become more like a small town wherever knows about reputations of others and there a few secrets. 

The Futurist, v. 46, #3, pg. 10+ 

 

  

 

 


