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Confronting Driver Distraction 

 

As drivers find more things to do while driving, e.g. talking on cell phones, listening to 

ipods, etc., auto manufacturers are finding ways to capture the attention of the drivers 

especially during a time of crisis. Some possible enhancements are radar proximity 

sensors and a flash of light. The sensors would emit a buzz if they detected an improper 

left-hand turn. The flash of light would blink if the car detected that minor steering 

adjustments were not being made. These new features are predicted to help reduce the 

number of accidents which is so critical given the increasing number and size of vehicles 

on the roadways. 

 

(The Futurist, vol. 41, no. 1, pg. 16+) 

 

Transfers from Four-year to Two-year Colleges Grow 

 

Historically, two-year community colleges have been feeder schools for four-year 

colleges. The two-year community colleges served underrepresented student population, 

served those first generation college students and served the nontraditional, older student. 

Now days the two-year colleges are finding their population to be not only the historical 

populations but to include those who might be called “reverse” transfers, i.e. students 

who start at a four-year college but transfer to two-year colleges. Reasons for these 

transfers include financial challenges, not being ready to live away from home, and 

feelings of anonymity at four-year colleges. The number of students in this “reverse” 

transfer category accounts for 32% of the community college students. 

 

(The Education Digest, vol. 72, no. 4, pg. 60+)  

 

Still Publish or Perish 

 

The educational background and experience of law school faculty members are changing. 

Today’s faculty member will typically possess an additional advanced degree in a field 

other than law and lack courtroom experience. Schools are looking to hire faculty that 

have a long list of publications in scholarly legal journals but also have effective 

classroom teaching skills.  

 

(Diverse Issues in Higher Education, vol. 23, no.21, pg. 29) 

 

Smart Living: New Home Designs have Ease and Convenience in Mind 

 

Providers of home furnishings are designing products that provide more ease and 

convenience for the consumer. An example of such a product is a built-in coffee center 

by Miele. This center grinds the beans and brews individual cups of coffee, cappuccinos 



and lattes. Other companies are designing products to make a house “smart.” An example 

of this is a product that allows the homeowners, upon their return to the house, to turn on 

lights and turn up the furnace with one touch of a button. 

 

(Knight Ridder Tribune Business News, Feb. 4, 2007, pg. 1) 

 

Students Deeper in Debt 

 

In a report recently issued by the U.S. Department of Education, researchers note that in 

1999-2000, 65.4% of all college students borrowed to pay for their education versus 

49.3% in 1992-93. Not only has the percentage of borrowers increased but so has the 

amount of the debt from an average of $12,100 to an average of $19,300. The report 

details that 18% more doctoral students in 1999-2000 went into debt than those in 1992-

93. The largest increase in the number of students borrowing money for college education 

occurred in those seeking master’s degrees at private universities. 

 

(Grand Rapids Business Journal, Dec. 4, 2006, vol. 24, no. 49, pg. B2) 

 

And Now, the Ifuneral – Last Respects can be Watched in Streaming Video or on 

DVD 

 

A Crafton, Pennsylvania photographer is offering a new service, the internet funeral or 

Ifuneral. This service provides a streaming video or a dvd of funeral visitations. The 

Ifuneral is designed for the family members who are unable to make it to a funeral. Using 

a small camera hidden in a bouquet of flowers behind the casket, the photographer films 

those who pass by the casket and the casket itself. If the family chooses, these videos can 

be posted on the funeral homes website and can be viewed by family members who are 

given a password to gain access to the videos.  

 

(Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Feb. 3, 2007, pg A1) 

 

Reaching Out With the Word – and Technology; As Area Congregations Grow, 

Churches Build Satellite Sites, Televise Sermons. 

 

Megachurches are using technology to broadcast their services, specifically the sermons, 

from the central location to multiple outlying satellite sites. The McLean Bible Church in 

Tysons Corner, near Washington, D.C., with 13,000 worshippers is an example of a 

megachurch using broadcast technology to reach nine locations in Maryland and 

Virginia. These satellite locations will feature an on-site pastor, religious education, and 

most of the actual worship service. These locations will also provide volunteers who will 

guide the worshipers to the facility. 

 

(The Washington Post, Feb. 4, 2007, pg. A1) 



 

Re-engineering Engineering Education for the Challenges of the 21st Century 

 

Globalization is impacting the education that engineers of today require. Historically, it 

was sufficient for the engineer to have an education that was a mix of theory and practice. 

More recently, engineering educators saw the need to emphasize non-technical skills such 

as teamwork and communication. Today, these educators believe the engineer in the 21st 

century must be an entrepreneur who “knows everything (or at least) can find information 

about anything quickly…; can do anything…; works with anybody anywhere…; (and) 

imagines and came make the imagination a reality…” Needing these skills will require 

that engineering educators teach how to deal with an abundance of information, to deal 

with culture differences, and to deal with bringing innovations from the drawing board to 

reality. 

 

(JOM, vol. 58, no. 10, pg. 14+) 

 

SportsCast: 10 Controversial Issues Confronting the Sports Industry 

 

Professional sports will be changed by the following ten issues: using cooperation and 

organization to promote the “brand” be it the football league or the thoroughbred racing 

association; using the media to bring together passionate groups of fan be they skateboard 

enthusiasts or surfers; leveraging the presence of women; expanding the niche sports like 

bull riding and bass fishing; insuring that those without the deepest of pockets are still 

able to compete; enabling those without the elite talent to still play sports at some level; 

designing sporting venues that do not negatively influence the environment; 

incorporating new technologies that does not compromise the purity of the athletic 

pursuit; using sports to bring together the various nations; and making sure that large 

number of dollars earned by those involved in the sports business are used in part for the 

betterment of society. 

 

(The Futurist, vol. 41, no. 1, pg. 35) 

 

 

 


